
15/08/2016

1

The Academic Library in 
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Academic Librarian
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A story from two perspectives
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The traditional library…
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…goes online

Scholarly publications as a utility – ubiquitous everyday access
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The library becomes a place for meetings and work

A transition
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Today, librarians are supporting researchers to be successful in 
international networking, publishing, mobility and visibility

Research transformed…
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Restructured and sometimes weakened disciplines…

The ”Knowledge triangle”: Research, Education, Innovation
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Generic databases relegate journals to the background…

Information overload renders specialisation more difficult…
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“The cycle of scholarly activities is blending into a continuous, looping 
flow, as people discuss, write, share, and seek information”

(Borgman & Furner, 2002).

Selecting, describing and classifying material

Responding to queries

Educating in information seeking and information literacy

Create gateways for subject areas

Uphold contacts with academics

Perform meta-research work

Social engagement in Freedom of information

What academic librarians are taught 
(Hjørland 2011)
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Selecting, describing and classifying…

Networking and visibility…
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Visualisations and orientations…

Metrics…
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Copyright, rankings, open access, predatory journals…

Digital identity…
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Personalised meta-services…

Academic library specialities

Systems librarian

Electronic resource librarian

Digital librarian

Institutional repository manager

Clinical librarian and informationist

Digital curator/research data manager

Teaching librarian/information literacy educator

Information and knowledge manager

Cox & Corrall 2013
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A complex and competitive world…

…calls for numerous sofisticated library services…

…which demand qualified librarians

The Library is emerging as…

…a performance indicator in university rankings (Rauhvargers, 2013)
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Thank you!

Questions, comments?

ola.pilerot@hb.se


